Known for their large-scale migrations, surface schooling behavior and impressive durophagy, the myliobatid and rhinopterid stingrays have long fascinated naturalists and researchers worldwide. However, research on the biology and ecology of these animals has considerably lagged behind other groups of fishes, even within societies dedicated to the study of elasmobranchs (Fig. 1) . This large data gap has undoubtedly impeded the development of management measures for these species despite recently increased exploitation of rays by artisanal fisheries worldwide, and the rising number of kill tournaments targeting stingrays in the USA.
Known for their large-scale migrations, surface schooling behavior and impressive durophagy, the myliobatid and rhinopterid stingrays have long fascinated naturalists and researchers worldwide. However, research on the biology and ecology of these animals has considerably lagged behind other groups of fishes, even within societies dedicated to the study of elasmobranchs (Fig. 1) . This large data gap has undoubtedly impeded the development of management measures for these species despite recently increased exploitation of rays by artisanal fisheries worldwide, and the rising number of kill tournaments targeting stingrays in the USA.
With support from Save Our Seas Foundation and the American Elasmobranch Society, we utilized the venue of the 2013 Joint Meeting of Ichthyology and Herpetology (Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA) to organize a symposium on the biology and ecology of durophagous stingrays. The symposium gathered an international community of scientists ( Fig. 2) to consolidate the current state of knowledge on these underrepresented fishes. Included in this special issue is a subset of the (Newby) and biotelemetry (Ajemian) techniques to investigate spatial ecology and population connectivity of these stingrays. These papers, as well as other presentations not included in the issue, were vital to the symposium discussions concerning the sustainability of a growing fishery for cownose rays (Rhinoptera bonasus) in Chesapeake Bay, USA. It is our hope that this special issue will serve as a rich resource for future management measures involving these potentially ecologically important species, and stimulate further research into durophagous stingray biology and ecology.
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